i Jack Easton stares across his chess board at his home in Manhattan. Easton studies chess-related problems for 30 minutes every
~ day. On Wednesdays he dedicates five hours to practicing the game. At 11, Easton said he is confident in his skills. ’

| Local chess prodigy takes down opponents young and old

| Rose Schneider R " Y
ﬁ here are kids who play sports
andtherearekidswhoeat,sleep

- 3. Ashe’s gotten older his interest has
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andbreathetheirsport;11-year
old,Jack Eastonisthe latter.

Easton,the second offour children,

hasbeenplayingchesssincetheageof

intensified along with his skills.Chess
ispartofhisdailyhome-schoolingcur-
riculum.
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Iun, JECK Sald. "L'm not as
good with physical sports
as I am with mental

sports.” :

Every day he practices
chess problems for30min-
utes, and on Wednesdays he
devotes five hours to the
game. He spends two hours
playingafour-matchseries

on the Internet Chess

Club website, under the

username jeaston, and

the remaining three

‘ - hourssolvingchessprob-

- lems. He also spends much of his free

time reading chess magazines that

specializeintactiestraining.

; “Chessisbothasportand anacade-

- ‘micsubject,” saidJack’smother, Kelly

~ Easton. “It teaches pattern recogni-

 tion, calculations, positional advan-
tages, multi-step problem solving and

- deductivereasoning.” ’

; Easton regularly works with

. threetrainers—twoinKansasand

' oneinDubai—viaSkype.

| He is an avid competitor

and takes the game very seri-

| ously. Atvarious pointsthrough-

- outtheinterviewhestoppedthis

. reporter mid-sentence to -

ensurethatshe had understood

Easton shows off a few of his edal

s earned by playin

g chess. H

earn the title of fastest grandmaster in Kansas by the age of 15. Easton said thathe is

- "notintimidated” by adults or even other children his age who play.

onships,andearlierthismonth he was

thehigh-scoringindividualin an asso-
ciation tournamentin Topeka.

“T am always calculating and stay-

' ing three moves ahead-of the posi-

f.; ‘tion on the board,” Jack said. “My

signature moveistostartbymoving
thequeenpawnuptwo.” ;
Heplayedinhisfirst Nation-
al Scholastic Tournament in
Nashville last May, taking ninth
place in the U.S. Chess Federa-
..‘-s% tion (USCF) 900 and under cate-
gory for K-5. He won six out of

| what he was saying about the i A! sevenmatchesinthattournament.

game. i
. Hisobsessionstartedin2010at
~ the age of 8 when he played his
first tournament at the Kansas
- City Chess Club, taking third
. place in a practice tourna-
mentagainstroughly 15 other
. children. . {
= “The stress level is really *
- high,evenforcompetitorsata
youngage,” Kellysaid.
Sincethenhehasgoneontoplayin
a variety of tournaments, state and
. national competitions in Topeka,
k. Kansas City, Nashville,
Orlando and Las Vegas.
i “Before every tourna-
ment, Mom makes home-
made spaghetti and we
havetogetupreallyearly,”
Jack said. “I have to eat
M&MsasIneedthematcer-
tain intervals during the
tournament to keep me
going.”
From 2010 to February
2012, Easton’s rating
] increased to where he was
able to play in K-8, a more advanced
division. He took second place in his
first K-8 competition.: =
- He enjoys consistently playing
abovehisagerangebecausehefindsit
more challenging; .+ A b ;
In March of 201TH&competed in his
- first Kansas Scholastic State Champi-
- onships, taking 17th place in the K-5
division. Last March, he finished sev-
enth in the Scholastic State Champi-

Easton continued to challenge
:  himself taking first place in his
. first adult tournament in Stillwa-
‘% ter, Okla., in May, in the USCF
% 1400and underdivision.
_'}3 “People get put off by Jack

:
/|
i

"”’xhﬁ because he is particularly

s good and has been betterthan
“#% average since the beginning,”
Kelly said. “Sometimes the
adults are not good sports...
some ofthem don’t handle losingto an
11-year-old very well.”

In October, Jack was playing in the
K-12divisionand wonfirstplaceinthe
Kansas Scholastic Tournament held
in Topeka. By November he found
himselfin Orlando, Fla.,taking 26th in
hissecond national tournament.

“Florida is one of Jack’s favorite
chess memories,” Kelly said. “He had
four wins, two losses and one draw.
Three of the four wins and the draw
were against much higher rated play-
ers, so in essence he had four upsets
outofseven games.” .

In December he played in his first
NorthAmericanOpeninLas Vegas; he
took second in the USCF 1250 and
under division. Since Vegas, he has
placed in the top five in numerous
competitions and is in hard- =

core preparation mode for the o ...

upcoming scholastic state tour-
nament March 14-16 in St. Louis,
Mo. He is also preparing for |
SuperNationalsin April, which
are only played every three S

! “Chessrequires a lot of study... |
.~ you have to stay in practice or you
might forget your tactics and the |
abilitytoseeandpredictyouroppo- |
nents' moves,” Jack said. “I know |
people who have taken a summer '

years,in Nashville, Tenn.
“It’s hard to lose... I still lose to the
really tough players sometimes; there

areonly five ofthemin Kansasinclud- |

ingme,butIhavelosttoafewofthem,”
Jack said. “I'm pretty well-known in
the chessworld.”

Easton, who turns 12 in March, has |
morethanonethingon hisagenda. He |

isonamissiontosteal thetitle
of fastest grandmaster in
Kansas. The rules for attain-
ing that status are too com-
plex to be explained here,
but they typically involve
strong performances against
other grandmasters, or win-
ning major championships.
According to Easton, the
age to beat is 18 and he
hopes to accomplish it by
agelb..
“Kidsdoamazingthings

withchess,andJackwantstobeateach |

andevery one ofthem,” Kelly said.

However Easton realizes that if he |
hastowaituntil age 20 or 25, thatis OK, _

too-aslongasheachievesthetitle.

“My mom says I'm really competi- |
tive,” Jack said. “I'm not intimidated |
byadultsorolderkids;I’'mconfidentin |

my skills.”

Hewantstobetopratedinthestate |

overall and later on become top rated

inthe country. His other goals include |
someday coaching other kids who are |
passionate about chess and winninga |
full ride to Webster University in St.

Louis, Mo., by taking firstin the Susan |
Polger National Open Championship |

tournament.

Easton started with a rating of 711
and is currently rated at 1408 by the

USCF.

offand have notbeenasgood.”

is ultimate goal is to :




