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Jack Easton, 15, practices chess for about three hours a day toensure he ison the top of hisgame. Easton said he hopesto startachessclub
next year at Manhattan High 5chool.

Teen chess champ looks to start team at Manhattan High

Lea Skene
lskene@themercury.com

ometimes things really

are black and white, but

that doesn’'t necessarily
make them easy to
see.

For an accom-
plished chess player
like 15-year-old Jack
Easton, figuring out
his next move is a lot
more complicated
than it may seem to
someone who isn’t
intimately familiar with the
game.

First he chooses an open-
ing — a sequence of initial
moves, of which there are
hundreds — and then he
relies on his own calcula-
tionstocome upwiththe best

Neigh

tactics, or subsequent
sequences of movesthrough-
out the rest of the game. The
goal of any tactic, Easton
said,istonudgehisopponent
into a bad move, because it
only takes one mis-
step to determine

‘. whowins the game.
Making a good cal-
culation depends to
some extent on how
accurately a player
can see into the
future by thinking in
terms of mathemati-
cal probability — sometimes

five to 10 moves out.

Easton, a rising sopho-
more at Manhattan High,
said he doesn’t think some-
onewhois reallybad atmath

See No. 3, BACK PAGE

Easton plays a game of chess with Ryan Hohn, 10, at his family's
home. Easton, who recently won the all-ages Kansas Open Chess
Tournament, has been tutoring Hohn on his game.
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could also be really good at
chess.

“You keep the chess
boardinyour head and you
predictwhat'sgoingtohap-
pen,” he said. “You need to
make sure that the move
willworkbeforeyvoudoitso
that’swhyyouthinkaboutit
first, like if I move here, he
moves here, and so on.”

To a certain degree,
Easton said winning at
chessisalsoamindgame.

“Usually I don’t try to
psych somebody out,” he
said. “Butsometimes when
[know I'mwinning I'll lean
backin my seat and be like,
I gotthisnow.”

Easton has been playing
chess forseveral years, and
it's obvious his calcula-
tions are fairly reliable. At
least according to his track
record, he doesn’t often
choose abad move.

A few weeks ago, Easton
wonthe KansasOpenChess
Championship, a tourna-
ment open to players of all
ages.

He also won the Kansas
scholastic chess tourna-
mentearlierthisyear, open
to elementary and high
schoolstudents. Becauseof
hiswinthere, Eastonisrep-
resenting the state of Kan-
sas and Manhattan High
School at the Denker chess
tournament in Indiana this
week, anational scholastic
tournament open only to
state winners.

Easton plans to start a
chess club at MHS this
vear. He said he knows of
at least two other playvers
who will participate but
ishoping forafewmoreso
the ¢club can compete asa
team at tournaments

aroundthe state.

Now one ofthe bestplay-
ersinhisregion—current-
ly he’s the third highest
rated player in Kansas —
Easton has worked hard to
get where he is. He said he
practices around three
hours a day, by playing or
watching games on the
internet, studying tactics
and taking lessons once a
week via Skype with a
Grand Master in Tennes-
see.

Easton recently earned
the rank of Master, one ofa
series of titles assigned to
chess players by the World
Chess Federation based on
apoint system.

When playvers partici-
pate in official chess tour-
naments, they receive
points for their perfor-
mances, and the number of
points aplayerreceives for
winningagamedependson
the skill level of his oppo-
nent.

Becoming a Grand Mas-
ter, the highest rank possi-
ble, requires a certain
number of wins against
other Grand Masters.

Accordingtolocal chess
aficionado and KSU chess
club champion Mory Mort,
it's incredibly difficult to
achieve. He said there are
only about 1,000 Grand
Masters in the world, and
no one from Kansas has
ever held the title.

Easton said he has yetto
win againsta Grand Master
but has played in three
gamesthatendedinadraw.
Based on where he is now,
he said he doesn’t expectto
become a Grand Master
anytime soon but hopes to
receive thetitle someday.

The number of points
Easton wins in the mean-

time depends largely on
how many tournaments he
is able to participate in.
When it comes to access to
tournaments, he saidliving
in Kansas is a definite dis-
advantage.

“There aren’t too many
challenging people left in
Kansas,” he said. “Or Okla-
homa, or Nebraska.”

Easton and his dad, an
engineering professor at
K-State, drive to Dallas
every few weeks to partici-
pate in tournaments there,.
Within the past few years
they'vealsotraveledtoCal-
ifornia, Florida, Las Vegas,
and Washington, D.C. for
competitions.

Easton recently
returned fromachesscamp
in Arizona.

Easton’s mother, Kelly,
said being a chess mom is
no small task, especially
considering the time and
money it takes to travel to
tournaments across the
country. But the job comes
with afew perks, she said.

Kelly said Easton origi-
nally started playing chess
as part of the family’s home
school program, which
involved each of the chil-
dren competing in one aca-
demic activity and one ath-
letic activity, and his knack
for the game soon became
clear.

“Being a chess mom, I
wish it was just buying a
T-shirt and heolding up a
foam finger, but it's a little
more complicated than
that,” she laughed. “But I
do like it because chess
tournaments are climate
controlled. I'm also a ten-
nis mom and a soccer mom,
and it can be quite hot out
there watching his older
brother playtennis.”
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